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Government, in addition to its domestic troubles. In July
1911, by way of retort to French military operations in
Morocco, the German Government had dispatched the warship
Panther^ to seize the Moroccan port of Agadir. For a full month
Europe seemed on the brink of war; but then, faced with the
certainty that Great Britain and France would act together,
the Germans gave way, and the war danger again receded for
a time. But the Italians seized their chance, by way of
"compensation" for the French occupation of Morocco^ to
declare war on Turkey and lay hands on Tripoli; and Turkey's
defeat at the hands of Italy led on directly to the Balkan Wars
of 1912-13, which in turn led on to the Austro-Serbian conflict
and to the Great War of 1914.
This is not the place for any full consideration of the factors
which went to the making of the Great War. We are con-
cerned here to notice only the extent to which almost
continuous tension in international relations affected and
conditioned the course of events at home. The national railway
strike of 1911 was settled largely by urging upon both sides
that its continuance might easily cause war; for the crisis follow-
ing upon the Agadir incident was at its height when the strike
occurred. Some part of the Government's extraordinary pusill-
animity in humbling the Ulster revolt must be attributed to
the fear that civil war in Ireland would probably mean world
war as well. But to recognize this is only to throw into
stronger relief the unparliamentary conduct of the British
Tories; for they at any rate were not at all deterred from
promoting rebellion and mutiny at home by the thought of
international consequences. So set were the Tories on defeating
the Government that they hesitated at nothing. But when one
of the two great parties between which the only choice of
government lay had ceased to play the parliamentary game,
and was ready to appeal to force even against the verdict of
the electorate, parliamentary Liberalism had become unwork-
able. Its forms might indeed precariously remain; but its
spirit was dead. For it takes both sides successfully to play
the Liberal game.